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ELEVATION EDUCATION

UPSTATE NY

• HURRICANE IRENE 
REMNANTS VILLAGE 
OF OWEGO, NY

• SUSQUEHANNA RIVER 

• +80% OF VILLAGE 
INNUNDATED

• +80% OF VILLAGE IN 
100YR FLOOD PLAIN

• OVER 1,000 
STRUCTURES 
DAMAGED
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VILLAGE of OWEGO, NY
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80% COMMUNITY INUNDATION

NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT



HISTORIC ELEVATION 4ft
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ELEVATION EDUCATION

OUTREACHES

• 6 OUTREACHES IN 6 
WEEKS

• 220 PEOPLE REACHED
• 110 ELEVATION 

APPLICATIONS STARTED
• 56 ELEVATIONS DONE BY 

2017



ELEVATION EDUCATION

SANDY

• ALMOST 600,000 
FLOODED BUILDINGS

• VERY LITTLE 
EXPERIENCE WITH 
ELEVATION

• INTEREST FROM 
COMMUNITIES IN FREE 
OUTREACH EDUCATION
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TYPICAL PRE-FIRM BUILDING DAMAGE



ELEVATION EDUCATION
RE-CONFIGURED AND RE-
DEPLOYED AFTER SANDY

• 16 MONTHS IN NY/NJ

• 28 SITES

• OVER 4,000 PEOPLE IN PERSON

• 13,000 VIEWS ON 3 YOUTUBE 
POSTS 

• 20,000 GRANT FUNDED 
ELEVATIONS

• MULTIPLE FMA ELEVATION 
GRANTS TO CITIES POST 2015
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ELEVATION EDUCATION

“ELEVATION 101” 
AWARDED THE 

2014 FLOOD 
PROOFING AWARD
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ELEVATION EDUCATION
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STALLED OUT 2014-2017

PRESENTED AT MULTIPLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONFERENCES

PRESENTED AT 3 INTERNATIONONAL ASSOCIATION OF STRUCTURAL 
MOVERS – IASM CONFERENCES

PRESENTED AT SEVERAL FLOOD PLAIN MANAGERS CONFERENCES



ELEVATION EDUCATION

PUBLISHED AS 

“STEPS TO 
ELEVATION – STE”

ALWAYS ABOVE WATER http://www.iasm.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/steps-to-elevation2018.pdf



ELEVATION EDUCATION

2017

HARVEY/IRMA

OVER HALF A MILLION 
FLOODED BUILDINGS

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF 
PRE-FIRM BUILDINGS 

DAMAGED WITH RAPIDLY 
RISING NFIP PREMIUM 

RATES
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HARVEY

IRMA



ELEVATION EDUCATION
2018

“ELEVATION – 101” DEPLOYED AGAIN!
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ELEVATION EDUCATION

2018 

3 WEBINARS = 400 ATTENDEES

• CODE OFFICIALS

• FLOOD PLAIN MANAGERS

• DESIGN PROFESSIONALS
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ELEVATION EDUCATION

2018

FLORIDA KEYS/JACKSONVILLE/ST 
AUGUSTINE

• 7 COMPLETED

• 4 MORE SCHEDULED

• BIG WEBINAR IN PLANNING
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ELEVATION EDUCATION

WE HAVE MAYBE 3 MILLION PRE-FIRM HIGH FLOOD RISK 
BUILDINGS IN THIS NATION WITH RAPIDLY RISING NFIP POLICY 

PREMIUMS, EVEN IF THEY DON’T HAVE A POLICY! 

WE MUST EDUCATE THE OWNERS OF THESE BUILDINGS ABOUT 
HOW FLOOD HAZARD MITIGATION – ELEVATION WORKS AND 
ENCOURAGE THEM TO PLAN FINANCE AND EXECUTE THESE 

PROJECTS OR THESE BUILDINGS COULD AND                                       
OR WILL BE VACANT IN 20 YEARS. 
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MOON SHOT!
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