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• Post-disaster aid program – not a pre-disaster risk management program

• Prolongs, rather than reduces, future flood risk

• Fails to incentivize people to move out of floodplains.

• Fails to dis-incentivize people from moving into floodplains.

• Based on false assumption:

yesterday’s flood risk = today’s flood risk = tomorrow’s flood risk

Rising Flood Risks add to flood insurance problems



Sea Level Rise – How high will it go?



Sea Level Rise – How high will it go?



Observed changes in flood (a) magnitude and (b) frequency 
Taken from Nature Climate Change, DOI: 10.1038/NCLIMATE2516



Competing Tensions in Flood Insurance Reform
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Discounts for Buyouts Proposal - Eligibility

Low and middle income 

property owners

Properties valued at 

< $250,000

Benefit-cost ratio > 1

when rising flood risks

factored in

Areas vulnerable to

sea level rise

Existing V-zones

(wave action)

Areas with high numbers

of repetitive loss

properties



NRDC thanks the Environmental Law Institute and the 
Environmental Law Reporter for publishing our paper.

Paper is available at 

www.elr.info or    is.gd/OXpaim


